“The child has to acquire physmal mdepend Nce. self=we
sufficient; he must become of independent will by usnrrg in freedom ;
his own power of choice; he must become capable of independent

thought by working alone without interruption. The child's
development follows a path of successive stages of independence,
and our knowledge of this must guide us in our behaviour towards
him. We have to help the child to act, will and think for himself.
This is the art of serving the spirit, an art which can be practised to
perfection only when working among children.”

Maria Montessori, The Absorbent Mind, Page 257
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