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“If the adult, through a fatal misunderstanding, instead of helping
the child to do things for himself, substitutes himself for the child,
then that adult becomes the blindest and most powerful obstacle

to the development of the child's psychic life. In this
misunderstanding, in the excessive competition between adult
work and child work, lies the first great drama of the struggle
between man and his work, and perhaps the origin of all the

dramas and struggles of mankind.”

Maria Montessori, The Secret of Childhood, Page 208


